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may have a design to get possession of the passes of the river ; and thinks our force there inadequate to prevent effecting it with their whole force. Therefore he wishes the artillery to be at a distance. The artillery from Albany is also to be halted on the east side of the river.
1 am dear sir your Most Humble servant,
II. KNOX.* COL. LAMB,
General Gates had now taken the command in the High* lands ; and if any  vexations, or inconvenience had been suffered while Putnam was in power, they were not likely to be decreased during the rule of a commander, more successful in his intrigues with Congress even, than in the field, where he  had gathered a harvest he had not sown,  in the northern campaign.    He had shown little disposition to accommodate* Colonel  Lamb or the public, service ; refusing his request that part of one* of his companies at Fort Sehuy-ler, might be relieved by a detachment from the corps under Major Stevens at Albany,f   The* reason assigned for refusal, was avowedly for the purpose of gratifying Major S. in not separating his men by detaching part of them on that service.   This gentleman had been appointed a lieutenant-colonel of infantry, 3()th April, by brevet, and a subsequent order assigned  him  to the artillery, on the* first  vacancy which should occur : and soon after Gates had taken command at Fishkill, a general order was issued by him, appointing Major Stevens, as by order of Congress and with the approbation of the Commander-in-Chief, to the command of the Artillery in the Northern and Middle Department.^    This appointment of a junior officer, over a superior who had 'been once designated m commander of artillery over the northern department; and who had exercmed the functions of that branch of service with acknowledged ability in the Middle : particularly in favor of one who had been originally considered as belonging to Ins regiment, could not fail
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